[Salvage irradiation of epidermoid carcinoma of the oropharynx by iridium 192].
Between May 1971 and March 1982, 73 patients with either recurrent or subsequent squamous cell carcinomas arising in a previously irradiated oropharynx were treated using iridium 192 wires. Although local control was achieved in 72% of these patients, only 10 remained alive at 5 years (14%). Local control was best for tonsillar arch lesions (96%), while base of tongue and glosso-tonsillar sulcus tumors were controlled in only 60%. One of the two patients with a posterior pharyngeal wall lesion is alive and well at 5 years, while the other died of an unknown cause at 20 months. Salvage implantation produced soft tissue necrosis in 36% of base of tongue implants, but only 18% of those involving the tonsillar arch. Although one necrosis was fatal, the others were successfully managed medically. Since these results compare favorably with those of previously published series, we recommend re-irradiation with iridium 192 for recurrent or new malignancies arising in a previously irradiated oropharynx. For tonsillar arch lesions, brachytherapy is the treatment of choice while in the base of tongue, it is reasonable option.